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I’m not completely sure how this chapter ended up with 

two geek gods who are out there on the right-hand fringes 

of the U.S. political landscape, but I suppose that is what an 

extreme lack of planning will get you. Card’s relatively 

recent comments on homosexuality and gay marriage have 

been controversial, and when combined with a recent big 

budget movie adaptation of Ender’s Game, it knocks his 

geek factor rating all the way down to a 3. 

Still, we cannot let Card’s very conservative religious 

beliefs distract us from the fact that he produced some of the 

most powerful literary commentary on the human instinct to 

use conflict with another group to enhance or sustain their 

identification with a group. While the short story and film 

versions of Ender’s Game are primarily about the war against 

the aliens and the morality of using a child to win that war, 

the novels, along with the sequels such as Xenocide, explore 

the social, political, and moral implications of the extremes 

of othering that led to the extermination of an entire alien 

race. The clash between the political, pragmatic, and moral 

are laid bare as he follows Ender’s journey through the after-

math of the war, and in many ways, you can see that Card 

himself has been disturbed by his own novel and is sharing 

that internal conflict. While one may not agree with some of 

Card’s beliefs, the political activities of a significant portion 

of any population are primarily driven by moral or religious 

beliefs and much of Card’s writings explore the mind-set, 

logic, contradictions, and dilemmas these people must con-

front.
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can be used to accomplish goals beyond what an individual could manage, and through 
that control, Jack can bring benefits to himself. On the island, Jack is the only one who 
has troops at the ready, and that gives him power. He is desperate to maintain this power, 
and he can do so only by keeping his group together. He may not even consciously realize 
it, but his actions clearly demonstrate that he wants and needs the group to continue. As 
a result, even though the choir’s original purpose has disappeared, the group persists. In 
fact, much of the story is about the transformation of Jack’s group from a choir into a band 
of hunters.

Groups usually form for specific purposes, but they also provide benefits to their mem-
bers, and because of that, they tend to survive even after they have accomplished the 
goals for which they were created. They adjust to meet new demands or changes in con-
text. They take on added roles or expand upon what they have accomplished. Have you 
ever heard of the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis (NFIP)? You have; you proba-
bly just don’t realize it. The NFIP was founded by a group of North American housewives 
who organized a fund-raising campaign to pay for treatments for the victims of polio and 
to finance research dedicated to curing the disease. A lot of people put a lot of effort into 
getting this group together, and it was tremendously effective, collecting huge amounts of 
money and becoming enormously influential. Then, all of the sudden, some guy (Dr. Jonas 
Salk) invents a vaccine, and in a matter of a few years, polio dwindles from the most 
dreaded of diseases to a rare condition, threatening only those people who, for some 
reason, have not been vaccinated.




